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conversion of England. As a Christian, as
Bishop of Rome and head of the predominant
. Church in the western world, it was natural
that he should do so, and he had good reason
to expect success. Gregory was a man of
ardent faith and great governing power.
He was also the leading writer and thinker
of his day, and had no small share in lower-
ing European thought to the level of the
dark ages. But this, for practical purposes,
only made him the more effective. His
general outlook, and that of his followers,
was so near to the thought of his future
English converts that no great incongruity
could be felt when the Christian range of
ideas came to be added to that which they
had inherited.

In 596 Gregory sent forth his mission,
which reached England in the following year,
The leader, St. Augustine, had some forty
followers. He was himself the abbot whom
they were implicitly to obey: as soon as
he shoulfl have won converts and have founded
a Church, he was charged to obtain episcopal
orders that he might rule it. The chief
members of the mission were monks, like their
chief; this fact, and the smallness of their
number, were to be of decisive importance
for the history. As monks they could be